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20 YEARS OF BRANCHLINE

THE SOCIETY EXCURSION TRAIN to Pembroke waits in the hole for an
eastbound freight on October 14, 1973 at Portage du Fort. CN
FPA=4 #6767 hauls the 4 car train of excursionists and railfans.
The engine under VIA still retains the old number. The two gen-
tlemen in the foreground are members Doug Campbell and Terry
Cuggan.
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During the summer of 1965, Hugh Stowell confided to me that he had visions
of establishing an Ottawa branch of the Canadian Railroad Historical
Association., Both of us were CRHA members and the thoughts of having our "own"
branch in Ottawa were enough to urge us into action. To make a 1long story
short, those known vrailfans in the area were contacted, as was the CRHA
executive in Montreal, and a meeting was called for June 24, 1965, to take
place at the Metcalfe St. Y.M.C.A., (now the Roxborough Hotel),

The meeting was well attended and included Omer Lavallee, representing the
CRHA executive. Interest in the Ottawa branch idea was high and it was
generally agreed that those of us who organized the meeting might just as well
become the first executive members. Omer agreed that our application for a
branch charter would be in order and that we should proceed. Thus, onh a warm
June night, 20 years ago, what we now know as the Bytown Railway Society came
into being.

I no longer recall exactly who was at that memorable meeting, many didn't
stay around long, but quite a few did, and are still with us. Major Bob Elliot
was there and he got his oar in. A kid named Bruce Ballantyne was there and
he's still very much around. Hugh Stowell, for health reasons, hasn't been
active for many years but he's still with us and keeps up his interest through
Branchline. Omer Lavallee's official association with the CRHA has long since
passed, but he's still a part of BRS. Ken Chivers was also a force behind our
humble beginnings. Others I recall were Don Gordon, Tom Hood, Dave Knowles,
Lee Gault, Aubrey Mattingly, Ernie Turner, Ken Heard, Dennis Peters, and Dave
Strong. I am also reminded that Messrs. P. Hall, P. Lewty, M. Kidd, G. Major,
and L. Ward were there, but I never got acquainted with these early members.,
Bruce Chapman, Ted Emond, Mike Kerr, John Leblanc, Dave Thomas, and Bill
Williams were also present; more about these people in just a minute. My
apologies to those people whose names I've missed. Memory for names is not one
of my greatest assets,

For the interest of present day BRS members who have not been involved all
that long, vyou may find it fascinating to learn how the Ottawa Branch of the
CRHA became the BRS. I think it is fair to say that our relations in those
early years with CRHA (Montreal) were not all that cordial. The main cause of
our discontent was that we in Ottawa were a "branch", and "they" in Montreal

were CRHA (not a branch). "They" wanted to control us to the extent that
should we be planning to associate the CRHA name with a branch activity, CRHA

(Montreal) wanted to be advised well in advance so that they could put their
stamp of approval, or otherwise, on it. We felt like second class citizens.

As early as 1967, Ottawa Branch executive meetings dealt with the question
of Branch railway equipment acquisition and ownership. Did the pieces belong
to the Branch or to Montreal CRHA? Talk evolved about setting up a shadow
organization or holding group for our equipment. This was the real birth of
BRS. The real founders of BRS were in fact CRHA Ottawa Branch members setting
Up an organization by, and for, the use of the members of the CRHA Ottawa
Branch.

The BRS Letters Patent and By laws were a fait-accompli on April Fool's
Day, (April 1) 1969. The members who spearheaded this effort were Bob Elliot,
Bill Williams, Ted Edmond, and John Leblanc. Appropriately, their names appear
in the Letters.

The BRS remained the shadow organization until late in 1969. At that time,
the BRS/CRHA Ottawa Branch roles were reversed and all former Branch
activities became BRS activities. I had the honour of being the first BRS
president.

For many years, an annual CRHA Ottawa Branch meeting was held. This was a
CRHA charter requirement. Our relations with the CRHA executive in Montreal -
began to improve - and have continued to improved = and our ties with the only
national rail oriented interest group in the country are still firm.

But, we're getting ahead of the story. Back in 1965, after the founding
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meeting, the original executive members %"elected" or perhaps "railroaded® each
rther into their respective offices. Hugh Stowell became our first president;
1@ also chaired the program committee., Bill Williams was vice-president and
chairman of the trip committee. The secretary was John Leblanc while the
treasurer was Mike Kerr. In addition, there were six other committees:
Archival, Ted Emond; Cataloguing, Bruce Chapman; Historical Research, Dave
Thomas; Public Relations/Display/Newsletter Editor, RoSS Peever; and
Restoration, myself.

An early Newsletter, the precursor of Branchline, was sent out in October.
Only 3 items appeared, one of which is now historically significant = the
cessation of the Montreal-Toronto, Ottawa-Toronto CN/CP pool train service,
Also the announcement that a CRHA Montreal group would be riding on the last
train to Brockville where Dr. R,V.V. Nichols, CRHA President, would speak at
the Skyline Hotel. Ottawa Branch members wishing to ride the last Ottawa-
Toronto train section to Brockville were to contact Bill wWilliams who had
kindly volunteered to look after the necessary arrangements. The fare, by the
way, was $5.65 return. My how times (and costs) have changed! There was a
request for a draftsman so that locomotive data sheets could be run in the
subsequent issues, and a general meeting of the Branch was scheduled for
October 26, 1965, at the Naval Officers' Mess, 78 Lisgar Street, at 8 p.m.
Omer Lavallee and Ken Chivers were to show U.K. steam slides and discuss the
state of steam in that country. A $2.00 charge to cover the cost of 1light
refreshments was to be levied,

For those of you who follow Branchline closely, vyou may be interested in
knowing that the Newsletter became Branchline. Branchline faltered and died
briefly, then became Clearboard, (Clearboard being produced by a non member),
and then Branchline reappeared,

One of those who really brought Branchline along out of tough times was
Squadron Leader Fred Barber, a Royal Air Force exchange officer doing a tour
>f duty in Canada. We all owe a debt of thanks to Fred,

So, we're twenty years old - big deal! Well, in a way it is. We survived
our infancy, many newly created interest groups die early deaths. Our early
wrangling to find "our way" has resulted in an organization with goals and
direction to achieve them. Our membership continues to grow and, more
importantly, we have a good share of new members who are young. Our monthly
programs are second to none. Branchline may not be fancy, but look around and
see if you can find any other organization who can beat its content., Steam!
Who needs it? All organizations like ours need it, want it, think about it,
talk about it, photograph it, and will cross a continent to see it. We've got
it, 1live, in our own back yard in 1201 and our own auxiliary crane. We even
make money out of it while participating in the actual operation of it.
Really, this is a big deal.

What of the future? Many of us who got this organization to where it |is
won't be filling executive and director chairs in another twenty years. This
is where some of our new young members come in. Whatever is in the future of
BRS will be decided by hard working members. If it isn't, there won't be a
future. If it's left to chance, BRS will whither and die, so let's all get
behind our executive and help. Bring your suggestions to a meeting; volunteer
to work on a project; try to take an active role in BRS affairs; don't be shy!

The strengths (or weaknesses) within any organization are in its members. I
for one hope to see a strong and progressive BRS in the future., I will work to
that end. I know there are many others who share my feelings.

Working for a living is work; working for BRS is fun. Tired of work? Try
working for BRS and have some fun. '

Happy birthday BRS, you're not getting older, you're getting better. And to
my old friend Hughie Stowell, a couple of well deserved "well dones".

BRS-20 Years Young, Postscript: But for considerable good taste on the part of
-he  founding members, we might have been known as the Bytown Railway
Association (BRA), an equipment holding organization! (D. H.duFresne)
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STEAM STEAM STEAM in the U.K. -
n the The Montreal group have invited members from OTTAWA to join them
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in BROCKVILLE,

Light refreshments will be
provided and bar service
will be available,

The LAST OTTAWA-TORONTO pool train will leave Ottawa Union
Station at 3:35 PM EST and will arrive in BROCKVILLE at
5:30 PM EST.The return train will leave BROCKVILLE at 7:30
PM EST arriving in OTTAWA at 9:20 PM EST.
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Charge for the evening will
be $2:00 per person,payable

at the door. The return trip will cost $5.65 for train fare plus cost of

dinner in BROCKVILLE.
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If you would like to take this trip contact Bill Williams
at 234-7274 or 733-3272 before OCTOBER 20th.
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Do we have a member of the association who is a draftsman
and would volunteer to redraw data sheets or make line drawings
for publication in the NEWSLETTER.
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If you are the one to help out with this interesting assignment
contact Ross Peever at 828.-7706.

The First Branchline

How times have
changed! On this page,
courtesy of Quncan-
duFresne, {s the first
Issue of the
newsletter of the
newly formed Ottava
branch of the CRHA.

We trust that our
readers will have a
good idea of what
things were like back
then. We trust,
moreover, that this
has reproduced well.To -
develop thls page, we
were required to cram
the contents of a
legal size sheet of
paper, printed both
sides in a horizontal
format, onto a
standard sheet of
paper in a vertical
format! Since we have
had to work from a
copy, things are a bit
on the fuzzy side,
Would that we had the
equipment and talents
of those industry
leaders at Carsten or
Kalmbach. Oh well, who
knows what might
happen In the next 20
yearsl

749-5033
733-3272
769-4527
749-6712
236-4460
733-3443
729.2213
749.8654
733-3272

OTTAWA 2

OTTAWA 8

OTTAWA

OTTAWA 9

OTTAVWA 8

OTTAWA 14 B828-7706
interest about these

OTTAWA

OTTAWA 8
OTTAWA 9
OTTAWA 2

1965-1966 EXECUTIVE

Commander Hugh Stowell

205 Hemlock Road,

1219 Willowdale Avenue

John Leblanc

2 Crownhill Road,

2 Rockcliffe Way

Ted Emond

647 Rideau Street,Apt.3
1957 Conmecticut Avenue
38 Gilchrist St.

Dave Thomas

18 Sumac

Bill Williams

1219 Willowdale Avenue

Hugh Stowell

Ross Peever

20 Cleadon Drive

Mike Kerr
Future bulletins will contain items of

listed above should contact the person responsible for that
activities.

Persons interested in assisting with the seven activities
activity..

RESEARCH
DISPLAYS

VICE-PRESIDENT Bill Williams
2)RESTORATION Dunc Dufresne
3)CATALOGUING Bruce Chapman
7)Public Relations

PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
1)ARCHIVAL
4)HISTORICAL
5)TRIPS

6) PROGRAMME
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PHOTO PAGE

Ve attempted to obtain a
photo of the last pool
train to Toronto to ac-
company the reproduction
of the first {ssue of
BRANCHL INE, We were une
successful so as a nose
talgic alternative, your
photo editor dug through
his coliection and came
up with a number of pic=
tures of our early trips.
Some of these trips would
now be impossibie to re=
peat due to line abandone
ment.

THE BRS EXCURSION to Buckingham {n February
j974 pauses at Masson station before return-
ing to Ottawa with RDC-1 #9051 and an un-
identified unit. The day was cold but sunny
and the trip was a great success.

CANADIAN PACIFIC #4069 (GMD FFT7A) hauls the
three car (2200 series coaches) Society ex=
cursion to Brockville on September 23, 1970,
The train has stopped at Preswood near
Walkley Yard as it moves on to the CP Pres-
cott Subdivision before heading to Bedell,

CP RDC=1 905! (Now VIA 6128) has just stop=
ped at the Eganville (CP) statfon during

the Society's trip to Calabogie and Egan-
ville on October 6, 1968, The first passen=
ger train to travel both lines in many years,
it was also the last, Within the next ten
years both lines were gone. The only regret=
tabte point to the whole trip was the extrem=
ely poor, rainy weather which made photo-
graphing the historic event difficult,
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Train Service to be Modified: VIA Rail Canada has announced the discontinuance
of the "Lakeshore", (Trains 53 and 54) between Montreal and Brockville. Though
details are still sketchy, it would appear that local train service west of
Brockville will still be retained by extending Ottawa-Brockville Trains 43 and
44 through to Toronto. Currently, cars from the Ottawa train are exchanged
with the Lakeshore's consist at Brockville,

In spite of the removal of the train, VIA has come up with a series of
sound alternatives. The new timetable will probably see the "LaSalle"
(Trains 63 and 64) stopping at Brockville in order to replace the Montreal
connection previously offered by the "Lakeshore". Service to Prescott,
originally assumed to be discontinued, will be maintained by the
"Bonaventure", (Trains 55 and 56). VIA hopes that this evening schedule will
be more conducive to business than the current mid-day times offered by the
"Lakeshore". Though details are sketchy, it appears that checked baggage may
also be handled at Prescott under the new arrangement. Currently, this does
not happen. It mnust be stressed, however, that this latter issue is more
speculation than fact. (Prescott Journal, 04-09-85)

Special Exhibit to Open at Museum in November: Ceremonies will be held on
November ~1 at the National Museum of Science and Technology to mark the
opening of a special exhibition to commemorate the centennial of the
completion of the C.P.R. transcontinental line. The nucleus of the display
will be the material used by the Glenbow Institute in Calgary for its now
famous "Great C.P.R. Exposition” which was held to mark the centennial of the
arrival of the railway in that city.

The exhibition will be entitled ""Well Done in Every Way', Canada and
Canadian Pacific, 1885-1985" and will be open to the general public commencing
on November 2. (Thanks to John Corby)
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Canadian Locomotives in Australia, An Update: According to the records of the
Bombardier Rail and Diesel Products Division which are reproduced in the book
Illustrated History of MLW to Aleco (Delta Publications 1979) by 0.M. Kerr, the
eight locomotives 1listed 1in the article in the September Branchline were
originally delivered to Canadian Northern as follows:

Serial Number Order Number Canadian Northern Road No.
44780 Q79 232
44795 079 247
44785 Q7% 237
44657 Q67 222
42653 Q67 218
44779 Q79 231
44777 079 229
42656 Q67 221

Page 80 of the same referenced book shows a photo of locomotive 223, The
order number at first glance looks like 037, but is probably a weathered Q67.
This is obviously one of the same original order.

Discussing Canadian locomotives in Australia, page 56 of the same book
shows a New South Wales Railway 40 Class diesel - these were the first on NSW

and possibly the first mainline diesels in Australia - also built in Canada.
They had A-1-A trucks to handle the lighter axle load, and the cab was tapered
for their clearances. Otherwise the 40 Class was basically an RS3, (Colin
Dathan, Director, Sales Rail & Diesel Products Division, Bombardier, Inc.)

Proposal to Save Station: By the time this issue is published, the final
verdict on the fate of the fire damaged Dundas (Ontario) station will have
been delivered. As a last ditch effort to save the 84-year-old structure, the
Dundas Heritage Association has proposed that it be allowed to restore the
building to its original state, at no cost to the current owner, Canadian
National.

Three alternatives have been put forward in the proposal. At the very
least, the association would rebuild the fire-damaged roof and perform
cosmetic work on the exterior. On a more ambitious level, the exterior
treatment would see a restoration back to the building'’s apearance in 1891,
The third and most grandiose alternative calls for a full restoration of the
building's interior and exterior. The structure would be used not only as a
passenger station but also as a facility for activities sponsored by the
historical society.

As with all such projects, funding is a key concern. As yet, nho information
on where money could be obtained is available,

One other concern has alsc come to the fore. Canadian National is somewhat
apprehensive about the potential dangers that could be created with the extra
people that would be utilizing the facility for non-rail activities. Dundas,

after all, is located on the railway's main route to Windsor, Sarnia, Detroit,

and Chicago and non-stop passenger and freight traffic through the community
is quite frequent. (Thanks to Clive Spate)

Rail Facility Excavated: Archaeologists from Parks Canada have been busy
during the past few weeks excavating the west end of the former Canadian
Pacific vyard 1in Prescott, Ontario. The work has been prompted by a recent
agreement between the town and Environment Canada (which owns the land)
whereby a portion of the west end of the former yard has been leased to the
town for the eventual construction of a waterfront hotel and marina complex.
To date, the foundations of the 1906 roundhouse and the turntable have been
uncovered. As well, work has been carried out in the vicinity of the ashpit. .
By way of interest, the original bank of the St. Lawrence River has also been
located as have the remains of a pottery, a slaughterhouse and a tannery which
occupied the site during the 1830s and 1840s. (Philip B. Jago)
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Robot Locomotives: There may be more truth than fiction to the poem
"Technology versus Morality". Canadian National has announced that it will
soon be testing remote-control locomotives at its Symington Hump Yard in
Winnipeg. According to Marketing Officer F.C. Robinson, “they will be doing
work, in all weather, that most human beings find tedious". "This means that
instead of a crew spending several hours to assemble an array of cars into a
train, the job will be done by one person manipulating these locomotives while
sitting in the comfort of a control tower." (Canadian Pacific News Summary,
16-09-85)

The First Spike: "Most Canadians have heard of the Last Spike. But what of the
first?

The first spike with a hooked head for holding rails to ties was designed
in 1830 by Robert Stevens, an American railroad president,

But the first patent for making spikes wasn't issued until 10 years later.
It was given to Henry Burden of Troy, New York.," (CP Rail Report, Volume 2,
Issue 5)

Laser Service Expanded: On September 5th, Canadian National's dedicated piggy
back service, Laser, was extended on a six day a week basis to Chicago from
Toronto and Montreal.

Because of its scheduled time of 13.5 hours from Toronto and 23 hours from
Montreal, the company sees the train as the key to winning lucrative fr uit
and vegetable traffic from the current highway mode which a lot of it now
utilizes. 1Indeed, U.S. shippers have already pre-booked more than half the
available space on a long term basis.

Because of the success of the Laser, CN has also announced the inauguration
of a second daylight train between Toronto and Montreal on a five day a week
basis,

The future for the Laser also looks good. Within two years, the railway
plans to extend the Chicago/Toronto/Montreal Laser to Moncton. Further, a
Toronto/Cincinnati Laser will begin operations via the Detroit/Windsor
gateway. (Canadian National, 04-09-85, merci a Jacques Beaubien, Jr.)

Out of Our Past: The following is taken from the Brockville Recorder and Times

August 23, 1960: "Transport Minister George Hees and ten-year old Douglas
Rosbottom joined forces to officially open the new William Street railway
overpass. Rosbottom was a f‘crossing baby' - born behind the gates at Perth
Street crossing while an engine shunted in the vards.,"

You Know They're Hooked When ... your 18-month o0ld son won't go to bed without
taking his "choo choo". T(Paul Bown)
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